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em; they only ask their prayers1, I am talking all thine of the doctrines of the Church of Rome. I j-.r.tnt )u that in practice, Purgatory is made a lucrative iwfn.M jn, and that the people do become idolatrous as tlu-y commend themselves to the tutelary proteclitw of jur-:ular saints. I think their giving the .sacrament only in ic kind is criminal, because it is contrary to the express stitution of CHRIST, and I wonder how the Council i»f rent admitted it.' BosWELL. 'Confession?' JcuiNSUN. Vhy, I don't know but that is a good thing. Tin* script-•e says, " Confess your faults one to another*," and tin* iests confess as well as the laity. Then it must he enn« jered that their absolution is only upon repentance, ,uu! ten upon penance also/ You think your sins may in* iur-ven without penance, upon repentance alone.' I thus ventured to mention all the c.oinm»n nbjrt timi . jainst the Roman Catholick Church, thai I mit-.lit hr-.u > great a man upon them. What he said is here- .uvui.Urly corded. But it is not improbable (hat if one had f.if.rn ie other side, he might have reasoned dil'l'eivnlly. I must however mention, that he had a tVNpet t f<»r '/*:/ -i religion,' as the mild Melancthon11 called th.il uf lineman Catholick Church, even while he \\-a-, exert in;; Sum If for its reformation in some particulars. Sir \Vil)i.iiii :ott informs me, that he heard Johnson say,'A nun \vliu converted from Protestantism to Popery may be simviv: : parts with nothing: he is only super-adding t<» \vlui In-ready had. But a convert from Popery to Protr-.tantiMu ves up so much of what he has held as sam-d a-. ,uty thim; at he retains ; there is so much tact-ratWH t>/ ////>/,/' in -.m h conversion, that it can hardly be sincere and la-aiu^Y lie truth of this reflection may be conlintied by waiiy
1 See fast, May 7,1773, ()ct. ro, 1779, and Junr t/, 1^4.
3 St. James, v. 16.
3 See post, June 28,1777, note,
1 Laceration was properly a term of HurKory; hrru'r ihr ,U|,,.,
e fast, Jan. 20, 1780.
5 See post, April 15,1778.e
